
 
 

MEDIA RELEASE  

QUALITY HEALTH CARE – CLOSE TO HOME  

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

OUTPATIENT LAB SERVICES AT KINCARDINE HOSPITAL MOVING TO KINCARDINE FAMILY 
HEALTH TEAM ON MARCH 25 

 
March 22, 2019 – Beginning Thursday, March 28, outpatient laboratory services will move from 
the Kincardine hospital to the Kincardine Family Health Team. 
 
Patients with a requisition for blood work can present to the Hawthorne Community Clinic to 
have their samples collected, which is located on the same property as the hospital.   
 
The transition of this service is part of South Bruce Grey Health Centre’s (SBGHC) Budget 
Recovery Action Plan, which was released in late January.  SBGHC is facing a significant financial 
challenge this year, and since the hospital does not receive funding for outpatient laboratory 
testing, SBGHC is moving this lab testing to a private community laboratory which is funded by 
the Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care.  Laboratory testing for inpatients and emergency 
patients will remain in the hospital. 
 
The new partnership between SBGHC and the Kincardine Family Health Team will allow hospital 
laboratory staff to continue to collect samples from patients at the Hawthorne Community 
Clinic, making it relatively seamless for patients. The samples collected will be sent to Life Labs 
for processing.  Patients will benefit from being able to access their own lab results online 
through Life Labs.  
 
The hours of operation for laboratory services at the Hawthorne Community Clinic will be 
enhanced to better serve patients. Beginning March 25, outpatient collections will be available 
from 7:30 am until 3:00 pm, Monday to Friday.  After April 1, hours will be extended to 3:30 PM.  
 
SBGHC’s Kincardine site is the first of the hospital organization’s four sites to make this 
transition for community outpatient laboratory services.  The transition dates for the Chesley, 
Durham and Walkerton hospital sites will be finalized in the coming weeks. 

 
 

For comment from Michael Barrett, please contact: 

Anne Schnurr 

Executive Assistant  

(519) 370-2400 ext. 2214 

aschnurr@sbghc.on.ca  

 

For comment from Gerry Glover, please contact: 

Jennifer Pym 

Project Manager   

(519) 396-2700 ext. 217 

projectmanager@kincardinefht.ca 
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